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My family - sons Toby and
George either side of my
wonderful wife Jayne - when we
visited Woburn Forest during
the New Year celebrations.

Daffodils are out, the
evenings are slowly
getting lighter, and
the weather is getting
( just a little bit)
warmer. That can
mean just one thing –
Easter is nearly here!

What’s in this edition?
We hope you enjoy this edition of the Cover4Caravans newsletter which has a truly Spring-like feel to it!
Here is a taster of what is inside…

Our YouTube channel

Win a £100 Amazon Voucher!

And while you are there, you can watch the latest caravan
news updates from our very own Mike Stammers, plus
access useful caravanning videos.

Have a musical jam on some old junk

If you are planning your next caravan jaunt, then for
This edition you have the chance of winning a £100
inspiration and for over 30 caravan site reviews, pop over to Amazon Voucher when you enter our Caption Competition.
our YouTube channel.
Good luck – and remember, no rude entries, please!

What’s in this edition?

We hope you enjoy this edition of the Cover4Caravans
newsletter which has a truly Spring-like feel to it! Here is a
taster of what is inside …

Get Away to … Belfast and beyond!

Just a ferry ride across the sea, Northern Ireland’s lively
capital is renowned for its mix of art, culture and history,
and you’ll find a wealth of exciting attractions to keep
you busy. But beyond the limits of Belfast’s rich cultural
cityscape, only an hour or less away, lie even more
remarkable destinations that can enthral and excite.

Visit www.cover4caravans.co.uk or please call us on 0800 970 7172

Al the Snail has come up with some ideas to keep you
and the family entertained over the Easter break. There is
something for everyone from activities at English Heritage
sites across the country to daily musical ‘jamming sessions’
on old junk (yes, really).

That’s all for now …

We hope you enjoy this newsletter. And don’t forget, we’d
love to hear from you, so please keep in touch!

Richard

Richard Burgess, MCIM, ACIEH, Cert CII
Director, Cover4Caravans
Follow me on Twitter @cover4caravans

facebook.com/cover4caravans

Cover4Caravans is a trading name of Alan Blunden & Co Ltd. Alan Blunden & Company Ltd are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

@cover4caravans

Win

£100 Amazon Voucher

Find out click here
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GET AWAY TO
BELFAST AND
BEYOND
Just a ferry ride across the
sea, Northern Ireland’s lively
capital is renowned for its mix
of art, culture and history, and
you’ll find a wealth of exciting
attractions to keep you busy.
But beyond the limits of Belfast’s
rich cultural cityscape, only an
hour or less away, lie even more
remarkable destinations that can
enthral and excite.

What’s more, eagle-eyed visitors will
spot filming locations from the HBO
epic Game of Thrones at nearly every
turn, many of which are set to open to
the public this year to coincide with
the airing of the show’s final season.
Words and images courtesy of
VisitBritain.com

Head north from Mount Stewart to the
centre of Bangor and the North Down
Museum. This insightful exhibition explores
the pivotal role that Bangor Abbey had
in early Christian Ireland and the impact
of the Viking invasion. Full-sized versions
of a Viking Longhouse and Monk’s Cell
accompany a range of exhibitions on the
Bronze Age, plantations and more.

Birdwatch at Castle Espie

Boat on Lough Neagh

Drive eastwards from Belfast towards
Strangford Lough to discover Castle Espie,
an extensive wetland reserve managed by
the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust. Found
three miles to the south of Comber, County
Down, it is home to an abundance of native
and exotic water birds, stunning estuary
views, as well as habitats for plenty of other
incredible wildlife. Castle Espie is also an
early wintering site for the vast majority
of the world’s migrating pale-bellied Brent
geese, while Kingfishers are a regular sight in
the Saline Lagoon.

Drive westwards from Belfast and bask
in the tranquil atmosphere and unspoilt
scenery of Lough Neagh, Northern Ireland’s
largest freshwater lake. An Area of Specific
Scientific Interest, its internationally
recognised wetlands are a haven for wildlife
and numerous viewing points can be found
dotted along its 125km of pristine shoreline.
Hire a boat to experience the calm waters or
try out a number of more adventurous water
sport activities.

From Castle Espie, head south for 20
minutes to take in the picturesque Killyleagh
Castle with its conical roofs and imposing
battlements, which stands proudly over
the village of the same name. Alternatively,
head around Strangford Lough in a clockwise
direction to reach the National Trust site
of Mount Stewart, a splendid collection
of award-winning gardens alongside
a beautifully refurbished neo-classical
property. The characteristic gardens have a
strong exotic and Mediterranean feel, while
wooded areas support plants from all over
the world, ensuring there’s something to
discover all year round.

Venture in a north-easterly direction for
25 minutes to uncover the Whitehead
Railway Museum, on the east coast of
County Antrim, which offers a fascinating
insight into the world of steam travel and
the history of railway in Northern Ireland.
Children can dress up in Victorian costume,
watch as restoration work takes place and
climb on board several iconic locomotives
and carriages from the Railway Preservation
Society of Ireland’s collection.

Go full-steam ahead in Whitehead

Uncover the beauty of Lisburn

Immerse yourself in the historical
importance of Castle
Gardens, in Lisburn,
Slightly further south are the ruins of Grey
by travelling just 20
Abbey, a former grey stone Cistercian priory.
minutes to the south
You’ll also find the Grey Abbey House and
west of Belfast. Once
Gardens, which hosts an annual steam rally
the home of a fortified
by the County Down Traction Engine Club in
17th-century manor
addition to numerous classic car meetings.

Visit www.cover4caravans.co.uk or please call us on 0800 970 7172

facebook.com/cover4caravans

Cover4Caravans is a trading name of Alan Blunden & Co Ltd. Alan Blunden & Company Ltd are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

house and now a beautifully kept public
park, the city is also home to the spectacular
300-year old Lisburn Cathedral. Delve
further into the history of the region with
a visit to the Irish Linen Centre and Lisburn
Museum, which explores Ireland’s industrial
heritage, tracing the history of linen through
its award-winning Flax to Fabric exhibition.
Bask in the splendour of Hillsborough Castle
a short distance further to the south west,
an 18th-century Georgian country house
that is also the Queen’s official residence
in Northern Ireland. Take a guided tour of
the castle and staterooms, before venturing
outside to explore its ornamental grounds,
woodlands and waterways.
Around an hour from Belfast to the south
west is the city of Armagh. See St Patrick’s
Cathedral, which stands on top of the hill
from which the city derived its name. Gaze
at the stars at the Armagh Astronomy
Centre and Planetarium and listen to a
show on the night sky, before exploring its
beautiful landscaped grounds. Finish your
visit to the city at Armagh County Museum.
Designed like a Greek temple, the museum
is home to numerous artefacts that detail
the rich history of the region dating back to
prehistoric times.
Discover the mesmerising Mourne
Mountains
Some 50km and an hour to the south
of Belfast by car, in County Down, is the
immeasurable beauty of the Mourne
Mountains, the country’s highest and most
awe-inspiring set of peaks. Explore the
summits, complete with their granite
tors, via a network of criss-crossed
tracks and trace the old smuggling
routes from Newcastle to
Hilltown, taking in views of the
Mourne Wall along the way.

@cover4caravans

Built to keep sheep and cattle away from the
Silent Reservoir catchment, the 22-mile long
wall has stood for close to 100 years.
If there is time to explore a little further from
Belfast, then start with the stunning scenery
and natural sights of Country Antrim to the
north. The striking coastline is home to an
abundance of wildlife, as well as the majestic
Giant’s Causeway and the impressive
Carrick-a-Rede Rope Bridge, near Ballintoy.
Other popular destinations include Bushmills
Distillery – Ireland’s oldest working distillery
– and nearby Dark Hedges, where Arya Stark
made her escape from King’s Landing in
Game of Thrones. Dunluce Castle, a cliff top
ruin, also starred as The House of Greyjoy in
the hit TV show.
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While we aren’t ones to blow our
own trumpet, at Cover4Caravans
we are very proud of the cover our
caravan and static home insurance
policies offer. Here’s why …

Enhanced cover

Age is just a number

We can cover you even if you have
previous claims

Unlike some other caravan insurance providers, we
don’t have restrictions on the age of the policyholder.
Whether you are 21 or 91, if you own a caravan, we will
be very pleased to insure it for you.
We don’t penalise you for having an older ‘van either.
Whether you have a static home or a tourer, no matter
how old it is, we can still insure it! (Do note that it will
be market value only as stated in the Glass’s Guide).

Look at these great benefits!
Free continental cover for your tourer up to 240 days
per annum included as standard.

Cover for higher value vans up to £40,000 for the
caravan and awnings. It’s a big change from our
previous £25,000 upper limit and with unlimited
contents cover too, this enhanced policy represents
excellent value for money.

We can offer you a quote if you have previous claims.
We will offer terms for one claim regardless of how
much or how recent. For two or more claims we will
discuss these with you and try and agree a “deal” which
is fair.

Great new for old policy benefits

We offer new for old replacement on tourers and
statics up to five years’ old, no matter how many
previous owners. Some other insurers may only offer
new for old replacement for caravans up to three years
old and if you have been the only owner.

Discounts galore on your insurance premiums for:

Top class service

n c aravans stored on CaSSOA-accredited sites;
n members of recognised caravan clubs;
n s ecurity devices such as Phantom Tracker.

Finally, when you buy a policy from us, you can rest
assured that we will always be on hand to help should
you have any questions or queries. We pride ourselves
on providing a friendly, personal service from our team
of dedicated staff and offering what we believe is great
value cover!

For static home owners insuring with us for the
first time, we offer a claim free discount and we
will “mirror” the no claims bonus from a motor or
household policy.

Visit www.cover4caravans.co.uk or please call us on 0800 970 7172

facebook.com/cover4caravans
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At Cover4Caravans, our aim is not only to
find you the most suitable and cost-effective
cover for your ‘van, but to provide a first class
service. Following is some genuine feedback
via Feefo from some of our customers.

What our
customers
are saying!

We are thrilled to receive such positive
feedback!

D

E
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Where’s

Relle the Rabbit
in the picture above

“Great customer service - fast and efficient service and very competitive
quote”
“Excellent service, friendly staff. So easy, very friendly customer service,
insured within 10 minutes”
“Easy experience. Very knowledgeable and efficient”
“Very pleasant and efficient on 'phone. Quick quote and easy to
purchase. Documents arrived next day”
“The person at the end of the telephone was excellent and
knowledgeable, also very helpful. The speed of their paperwork back to
me was also excellent, I cannot fault them”.

Answer on back page

Visit www.cover4caravans.co.uk or please call us on 0800 970 7172

facebook.com/cover4caravans
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My Secret Hobby...
My name is Jack
Edge, and I’m an
Account Handler at
Cover4Caravans. Ever
since a very young age,
I’ve been interested in
music. From dancing to
Michael Jackson songs
to playing the guitar
in theatres, music has
always been a passion of
mine.

Learning the violin
I realised I had a strong interest in
music at the age of 6. I would listen
to CD’s with my mum in the car and
always say how I’d love to be able to
play the songs we were hearing (with
no specific instrument in mind). Then,
one day she came home with the
surprise of violin lessons from one of
the best violin teachers in the area!
Those lessons lasted six great years
with lessons in piano and drums
being added in too during that
time. Eventually, however, I became
disillusioned by the lessons. Being
told what and when to play on my
instruments didn't appeal to me
anymore, so the lessons stopped and
so did playing any type of music for
about a year.
Getting in to guitar
During that year, I became an avid
listener of some older, rockier styles
of music - my dad can be blamed for
that! I am fascinated by the guitar
skills of artists such as Mark Knopfler
of Dire Straits and Angus Young of
AC/DC. I decided I wanted a guitar, so

Visit www.cover4caravans.co.uk or please call us on 0800 970 7172

facebook.com/cover4caravans

Cover4Caravans is a trading name of Alan Blunden & Co Ltd. Alan Blunden & Company Ltd are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

@cover4caravans

when the Christmas of 2012 came, a
guitar is what I got!
Playing the guitar is now my passion.
I decided lessons weren't for me early
on and have been teaching myself
ever since, with the knowledge from
the violin aiding me along the way.
I've had some amazing experiences so
far such as playing as part of the band
in full-blown musical productions,
playing in local theatres and events,
and even just playing open mics and
gigs in pubs around Essex.
I hope to one day have a career
in music and be able to write and
play songs for a living, but in the
meantime, Cover4Caravans will do
nicely!
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Al’s ideas...
what to do this Easter
Easter is a great time to get away in your ‘van. Whether you are taking the children or grandchildren
away; there’s just the two of you; or you fancy taking part in an Easter Egg hunt, then there are a number
of things you can do on and around this four day break.
Al The Snail’s ideas listed below are just a snapshot of the different types of activities on offer.

English Heritage
Easter weekend events
19 April - 22 April 2019
The English Heritage have
plenty of events across the
country to keep the kids
entertained, so release your
inner adventurer and have for
a fun day out with the family.
Activities for children include:
how to make a cardboard
sword and shield, how to
decorate eggs for Easter
and, how to make your own
heraldry.

Marsh Farm’s GIANT
Easter Egg Hunt,
Essex

Easter Treasure
Hunt, Royal Botanic
Garden, Edinburgh

Easter Fun with the
Junk Orchestra at
Leeds Castle, Kent

6 April – 22 April 2019

15 April - 21 April 2019

19 April - 22 April 2019

Join in the spring madness in
this Easter Eggstravaganza!
Come and help the Mad Hatter
collect tens of thousands of
eggs in over 4 acres of Easter
themed garden; meet the
animals; and have fun in the
adventure park!

Collect your clue sheet from
the shop then explore the
garden. Hunt down the Easter
clues, solve and claim your
prize!

Join the Junk Orchestra on
the Pavilion Lawn for daily
musical ‘jamming sessions’.
Children can make and play
instruments constructed from
bits of old rubbish. Add your
litter to an incredible sculpture
created by award winning ecoartist Sarah Turner.

Fancy doing something a little bit different?
There are also plenty of adults-only events going on, such
as weekender parties – find out more at DesignMyNight.

Visit www.cover4caravans.co.uk or please call us on 0800 970 7172

facebook.com/cover4caravans
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Caption

Competition

Here is this
edition’s
competition …
can you come
up with a funny
caption for this
image?

Last edition's
picture...

Best wake ever

!

Thank you to everyone who entered our
caption competition in the last edition!
Congratulations to Mr. Peter Carder from
Sheffield who won a £100 Amazon voucher.
Visit www.cover4caravans.co.uk or please call us on 0800 970 7172

Please send us your caption via email to michaels@alanblunden.co.uk or post it to us at
our usual address. If yours is the winning caption, you will receive a £100 Amazon gift
voucher!

Closing date for entries is Friday 17th May 2019.
Good luck!

facebook.com/cover4caravans

Cover4Caravans is a trading name of Alan Blunden & Co Ltd. Alan Blunden & Company Ltd are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
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Spruce up your
static home
With Spring nearly upon
us, why not Spruce up your
static home your static home
in readiness for enjoying
the warmer weather? The
good news is that you don’t
necessarily need a vast
budget to do so either. A few
basic things can change its
ambience entirely.
New cushions and upholstery
You don’t need to rush to a designer boutique in
order to secure some very good quality and highly
attractive slip-on upholstery. The same is true for
cushions, both in terms of upholstery and their
internals.
Changing your colour scheme and replacing those
scrunched-up cushions can make an immediate and
major positive impact on your surroundings.
TIP: Aim to buy new cushions, rather than getting
some from a charity shop and washing them – this
could remove the effectiveness of the flame retardant
material.

Visit www.cover4caravans.co.uk or please call us on 0800 970 7172

Flooring
Just normal footfall traffic over time can start
to make any flooring look as though it needs
resuscitation.

In passing, some of those old annoying features of
LED lighting, such as waiting for several minutes after
switching on for them to “warm up” and deliver light,
are now the stuff of history. The modern ones are
superb and it’s worth checking them out.

Things such as lino floor tiles (and similar) are now
really very affordable and they’re typically far better
quality than those available just a few years ago.
It’s perhaps worth spending a little more than the
absolute minimum here in order to get more durable
flooring if you can afford to do so but even if you do,
the costs are not likely to be prohibitive.

Bathrooms

Decorative items

However, after giving it a good scrub, and by simply
adding in a few extras such as towel racks, dispensers
and stylish WC seats, you can transform the look and
feel of this area for relatively small sums.

Tastes and fashions in decorative items change
over time. True, most of us probably can’t afford to
follow fashion to the extent that we change all our
decorative possessions every other season but even
so, it might be time for a new look.
Whatever your tastes are, modest decorative items
are usually available for relatively small amounts of
money from retailers and perhaps even less from
boot sales etc. They can make a huge difference
to how your room looks. Don’t forget, you may be
able to sell the old ones on Ebay or at a boot fair to
contribute towards the cost of replacement.

Lighting
Modern LED systems are not only highly energyefficient but today are also often set in mountings in
stunningly attractive styles.
Replacing those old lights and suspensions and
replacing them with more up-to-date versions will
make an immediate positive impact on your décor.

facebook.com/cover4caravans

Cover4Caravans is a trading name of Alan Blunden & Co Ltd. Alan Blunden & Company Ltd are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

@cover4caravans

It’s possible for shower rooms and bathrooms to
also start to suddenly look very dated. In reality,
completely ripping out your existing shower and
replacing it with state-of-the-art systems is likely to
be expensive.

Doing more than just sprucing up your
‘van?
Just a reminder - if you are doing more than just a
general ‘Spruce up your static home’ but are making
major changes to the interior of your static home
(such as putting in a new kitchen), please let us know
so we can check that the cover levels of your static
caravan insurance are still adequate.

Front Page

Calendar
of
events

2019
CARAVAN

BREAKS IN

BRITAIN
2019
with

LOVE

Get Away To

Meet The Team

Did You Know

Relle The Rabbit

My Secret Hobby

What’s on?
The caravanning season is now in full swing – and with that comes lots of shows
and exhibitions! Here are events coming up in the next few months that you may
be interested in. All details are correct at time of going to press, but do check
that an event is still running before you leave!

5th - 7th April 2019 - Broadlands Park, Romsey,
Hampshire SO51 9ZD
The South Coast Caravan and Motorhome show.
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Caption Competition

The Cover4 Team

Baxter Building
80 Baxter Avenue
Southend on Sea
Essex SS2 6HZ

Michael Stammers
Manager

Team Number:
0800 9707172 (freephone)

Megan Herbert
Senior Account Handler

Fax:
01702 606 367

26th – 28th April 2019 - East of England Showground,
Peterborough PE2 6XE

Email:
cover4caravans@alanblunden.co.uk

The National Motorhome & Campervan show 2019
With over 300 exhibitor stands, more than 575 new and used vehicles on display from more
than 50 dealers, plus live entertainment.

10th – 12th May 2019 - Cheltenham Racecourse,
Gloucestershire GL50 4SH

Website:

Lisa Byott
Senior Account Handler
Natalie Hill
Account Handler
Catherine Wright
Account Handler
Lily Lowe
Account Handler
Kirsty Brundle
Account Handler

Follow us at:

Aston Albon
Account Handler
Jack Edge
Account Handler

Visit Cheltenham Racecourse for a day of all things caravan and motorhome. Catering, hot
drinks and food options are available. Easy access to the site and free parking included.

Christian Oliver
Account Handler

17th - 19th May 2019 - Newbury Showground, Chieveley, Berkshire RG18 9QZ

Ann Thompson
PA to Directors

The Southern Motorhome Show Newbury
The Southern Motorhome Show is held at Newbury Showground in Berkshire alongside the
National Park and Holiday Homes Show. The exhibition area showcases the latest luxury
lodges on the market, 200+ outdoor leisure exhibitors and over 380 new and pre-loved
vehicles for sale.

Richard Burgess
Director

A great line-up of sixties themed entertainment awaits those looking to camp on site for up to
four nights.

Answer from page 5
Where’s Relle the Rabbit
Location of 5D

facebook.com/cover4caravans

Sarah Clarke
Senior Account Handler

www.cover4caravans.co.uk

Caravan and Motorhome Show

Cover4Caravans is the trading name of Alan Blunden & Co. Ltd. Alan Blunden & Co. Ltd are regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and our registration number is 309694
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Cover4Caravan Home

Come and stay and enjoy 2 nights of ive entertainment, a licensed bar and a variety of food
options. Take a look at over 500 new and used caravans and motorhomes from all your local
and regional dealers from across the South of England.

Visit www.cover4caravans.co.uk or please call us on 0800 970 7172

Spruce up your static home

@cover4caravans

